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Welcome to the 10th Annual St. Louis Teen Talent Competition!

This year 122 acts representing 141 performers from 67 bi-state high schools
and performing arts organizations plus homeschoolers. Tonight, the Fox
Performing Arts Charitable Foundation is excited to present 16 talented
finalists performing on the stage of the Fabulous Fox competing for
scholarships, prizes, awards, and future performance opportunities.

Yes! St. Louis does have talent! We have a fabulous night planned for you,
so sit back and enjoy watching the stars of tomorrow. We hope to see you
next year at the Fabulous Fox on Saturday, April 3, 2021 for the 11*" Annual
St. Louis Teen Talent Competition!

Mary Strauss
Board President

Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation

Mission Statement:

The Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation fosters, promotes, and
encourages young people in the St. Louis region to discover and participate in
the joy and wonder of live performances.

Vision:
For young people in the St. Louis area to have more opportunities to create,
perform, and appreciate live performances.

The Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation’s programming includes:

* St. Louis Teen Talent Competition provides scholarships, prizes, and
performance opportunities for emerging talent.

* Kids’ Night at The Fabulous Fox introduces young audiences to live
theatre.

* Broadway Master Classes encourage young performers to learn and refine
their craft from touring professionals.

* Special Projects ignite imagination for expression through story, sound,
image, and movement.

* Educational Encores are an interactive encounter with touring Broadway
cast and crew members providing the opportunity for young people to
enhance their live theatre experience.

* St. Louis High School Musical Theatre Awards is a collaboration between
Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation, The Muny and The Fabulous
Fox. This program is designed to celebrate outstanding achievement in
high school musical theatre and is modeled on The Tony Awards®.

* Next Stop Broadway is a week-long performing arts program taught by
Broadway professionals.

Board of Directors

Marlene Birkman, Ph.D. Jenny Gupta Donna Rogers-Beard
Dr. Kenneth Dobbins Laurie Lock Wayne Salomon
Danielle Durban Lana Pepper Mary Strauss



A brief history of the St. Louis Teen Talent Competition

Mary Strauss, co-owner of the Fox Theatre, wanted to give the opportunity for
St. Louis’ talented teens to perform on the Fox stage. In 1985, long before
“America’s Got Talent” and “American Idol” Mary created the St. Louis Teen
Talent Showcase to annually recognize and encourage talented teenagers in the
performing arts to compete, win prizes and scholarships, and performance
opportunities. The competition selection process and final event on the Fox
stage gave participants the anticipation, hard work and thrill of a Broadway
show! Fast forward 31 years when Mary Strauss became President of the Fox
Performing Arts Charitable Foundation’s board, she felt the time was right to
revive Teen Talent and in 2011 produced their 1st Annual St. Louis Teen Talent
Competition at the Fox Theatre.

Prior St. Louis Teen Talent Competition Winners

2011 - Micah Manaitai Garrido,
Crossroads College Preparatory School,
performing “While My Guitar Gently
Weeps” on the ukulele.

2012 - DaJaun Johnson, Marquis Cooper &
Virgil Fisher, Central Visual & Performing
Arts High School, performing an a cappella
tap dance as “The Cotton Club.”

2013 - “Two Mellow Cello Fellows”
Christopher Halen, Whitfield School &
Grant Riew, John Burroughs School,
performing an original arrangement of
classical/pop music they entitled
“Pachelbel Pop.”

2014 - “Daring Donesha” Buhr, Fresh
Start North Academy & Circus Harmony,
performing an original hula hoop
routine.

2015 - Tiala Taylor, Fort Zumwalt North
High School, contemporary dancer
performing her own original
choreography titled “A Mother’s Love.”

2016 - Royce Martin, Grand Center Arts
Academy, pianist performing his original
composition “Safari Nzuri” (Swahili for
“A Beautiful Journey”).

2017 - Christina Jones, O’Fallon
Township High School, singer,
performing “/ Have Nothing.”

2018 - Nicaya Wiley, Kirkwood High
School, dancer, performing a
contemporary dance to “This Bitter
Earth.”

2019 - Joanna Serenko, Kirkwood High
School, singer, performing “Valerie.”

And the tradition continues...
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Parforming “Painted Lady”
Composar/Lyricist:
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John Yanev

Performing “Moonlight Sonata”
Composer: Ludwig Van Beethoven
Arranger: John Yanev

Senior, Oakville High School, Age 18

John has had 13 years of piano lessions
with Valentina Gurevich at the
Community Music School at Webster
University and performs annually in
recitals at Webster University and
Midwest Music. After graduation John
will pursue a degree in Computer
Science in college and will continue to
play piano.

Jahnavi Vishnubhotla

Performing “Bhatiyali Dhun*
Composed by Jahnavi Vishnubhotla

Junior, Ladue Horton Watkins High School, Age 17

Jahnavi has received training in Sitar since 2013

from both Ustad Imrad Khan ji and Ustad Shafaat
Khan ji. She has performed in numerous festivals
and venues in St. Louis, Portland, Milwaukee, and
Philadelphia. Jahnavi plans to attend college and
pursue multiple majors in biology, film and music

while continuing sitar lessons.

Kyle Rehme

Performing “What Do | Need with Love” from
Thoroughly Modern Millie

Composer: Jeanine Tesori
Lyricist: Dick Scanlon

M Idnlght Rose Duo Senior, Timberland High School, Age 18

Performing to “Jessica’s Day”

Composer: Quincy Jones Kyle has received training in voice, dance, karate

and gymnastics. He has participated in more
than a dozen high school, church and civic
theatrical productions for which he has also
received numerous awards. Kyle will attend
college to obtain a BFA in Musical Theatre.

Sabrina Skaggs, Junior at Northwest High School and, Age 16
Jahlah Baum, Junior at Collegiate School of Medicine & Bio-Science, Age 17

Along with high school endeavors, both Jahlah and Sabrina have received training
at Circus Harmony for contortion, acrobatics, aerial arts, dance, juggling and other
circus arts.

Jahlah will attend college to become a dermatologist.

Sabrina plans to attend college or Circus College.




Aubory Bugg

Performing “Don’t Get Me Wrong”
Composers/Lyrics: Lewis Capaldi, Jamie Hartman

Sophomore, Granite City High School, Age 15

Consecrated

Performing “New Beginnings”
Composed by Emmanuel Morgan & Thaddaeus Morgan

Aubory is a self-taught singer and pianist who has
performed at public engagements and school
events. After high school Aubory plans to attend
college.

Emmanuel Morgan, Senior, Age 18
Thaddaeus Morgan, Junior, Age 17
Both attend Kirkwood High School

Thaddeus and Emmanuel have each had less than two years of formal lessons
on their respective instruments. Both are primarily self-taught.

Thaddeus plans to attend Southern lllinois University in Carbondale and major
in Multimedia LIVE broadcasting and minor in business.

Emmanuel will attend the University of Missouri Saint Louis to major in
Mechanical Engineering.

Lexie Antolik

Performing to “Half Light”

Music/Lyrics: Daniel Smith & Justin Parker Dem Bari Taneh

Freshman, Columbia High School, Age 15
Performing to “Got /It Good”
Lexie has received training at The Muny, COCA, Composers: Louis Celestin, Jaime Alem, Craig
Professional Dance Center, Baryshnikova Ballet Ashley David, Lauren Faith, Tre-Jean Marie
and in private lessons. She has performed in
eighteen theatrical productions and numerous
recitals and special events. After high school Lexie
plans to attend college.

Junior, Kirkwood High School, Age 17

DemBari has taken classes at COCA and has
performed and won first place in competitions and
numerous talent shows. DemBari wants to pursue a
professional dance career.




Lizzy Crowe

Performing Swan Lake Act 2

"Odette Variation”

Composer: Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky
Choreographer: Cici Houston / Saint Louis
Ballet School

Freshman, Westminster Christian Academy,
Age 15

Lizzy has received training in ballet, pointe,
contemporary, jazz, and modern dance at
Saint Louis Ballet School and Dancestation
and attended summer intensives at Cecchetti
International, Louisville Ballet, and Webster
St. Louis Dance Intensive. She plans to study
dance in college.

Sean Petric

Performing to “The Dream”
Composer: Noah Lovins

Junior, Oakville High School, Age 17

Sean has received training in juggling,
unicycling,acrobatics, and magic from
Circus Harmony, Circus Smirkus and various
workshops. He has appeared in numerous
Circus Harmony, Everyday Circus and
Circus Smirkus Shows. Sean plans to attend
a circus college after high school.

Kathryn Mayer

Performing to “Imperium”
Composed by Future World Music

Senior, Northwest High School, Age 18

Kathryn has received more than 15 years of dance
training including ballet, tap, jazz, lyrical, contemporary,
pointe, hip-hop and acrobatics from the Professional
Dance Center, Alexandra’s School of Ballet, Patzius
Performing Arts, and the Joffrey Ballet. After high
school Kathryn intends to continue her education in
dance and pursue a career in dance.




Barbapapa’'s Groove
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Jenna Jelks, Junior, Belleville West High School, Age 17

Emma Bilzing , Junior, Belleville Township High School East, Age 17
Mackenzie Branson, Sophomore, Belleville Township High School East, Age 15
Amariss Mueller, Sophomore, Freeburg Community High School, Age 16
Ja'La Stancil, Junior, Belleville Township High School East, Age 17

Jenna has received dance training at Expressions Academy for the past four years and
at Adam’s School of Dance from 2013-2015. Jenna plans to attend a four-year college
and become a teacher.

Emma has been a competitive dancer since 2010 and has received training in tap,
ballet, jazz and contemporary at Expressions Academy of Dance for the past seven
years and at Becky Kern’s Dance Studio for the six years prior. Emma plans to attend
college to study forensic chemistry.

Mackenzie has been performing since the age of two, receiving training at Expressions
Academy of Dance, Becky Kern’s Dance Studio, & COCA and is currently a competitive
dancer and joined the tap company Rhythm Makes Souls (Dallas TX). Mackenzie plans
to become a physical therapist.

Amariss has received training from Expressions Academy of Dance on the
Competition Team for seven years and recreational dance for two years. Amariss plans
to attend college to be an anesthesiologist.

Ja’La has been dancing and has received dance training for fourteen years at
Expressions Academy of Dance and was named Dancer of the Year. Ja’La plans to
attend college to become a pediatrician.

Special Awards

Keep Art Happening Scholarship
underwritten by Arts & Education Council of St. Louis

The Saint Louis Recording Club Session
underwritten by Carl Nappa and the Saint Louis Recording Club

The Voss Family Originality Award

underwritten by Tom & Carol Voss for the best original work in composition,

writing, arranging or choreography

The Berges Classical Performance Award
underwritten by Jim & Cathy Berges

The Fromm Family Dance Performance Award
underwritten by Ron & Cheri Fromm

“I” Award
underwritten by Terry & Sally Schnuck for the most Imaginative,
Inspired, and Inventive act

The Terry Lynford Classical Music Scholarship
underwritten by Terry Lynford

The Kranzberg Vocal Performance Award
underwritten by Ken & Nancy Kranzberg

The Musical Theatre Scholarship Award
underwritten by Mary Strauss

MVP - Most Valuable Performer Award

underwritten by the Board of the Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation

The Audience Choice Award
underwritten by Fred & Odile Tompkins



Additional Prizes






Production Team

Tony Parise, Director / Writer. Tony’s career began in St. Louis at
the age of ten in the children’s chorus at The Muny. He went on to
appear in the National tour of A Chorus Line and was on
Broadway in 42nd Street, Me and My Girl, and City of Angels.
Directing credits include Hello, Dolly! starring Madeline Kahn,
Oliver! starring Ellen Greene, Me and My Girl starring Tim Curry
among many, many others both nationally and abroad. Tony has
had the honor of choreographing Bernadette Peters in both of her
Carnegie Hall and Radio City Debuts. He choreographed the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade for eight years, and also staged
the New York Pops Anniversary Galas for many years. Tony was
the Director of the Hasty Pudding Theatricals at Harvard
University for 23 years. Here in St. Louis, Tony Directed and
Choreographed the critically acclaimed Last of the Red Hot
Mamas at New Jewish Theatre. In addition to the St. Louis Teen
Talent Competition, Tony also writes and directs the St. Louis
High School Musical Theatre Awards, and is the Creative Director
of The Festival Of Lights in Kiener Plaza.

Yvonne Meyer Hare, Choreographer, grew up in St. Louis, training
with Gerri Stretz and the St. Louis Youth Ballet. Professionally,
she began at the St. Louis Muny Opera, performing in over 35
shows, assisting some of Broadway's finest choreographers and
directors. St. Louis credits include: St. Louis Fox Tellerettes; A
Chorus Line (Sheila) STAGES St. Louis; Broadway debut: A
Christmas Carol with Susan Stroman. TV: “Today Show” with Ken
Page. Choreography credits include: Hilton Head Summer
Playhouse, St. Louis Fox Theater, Upstream Theater, St. Louis
Variety Club Telethon, Rhythm Revue Universal Studio Show and
Walt Disney Show, 80th Anniversary Celebration of the Macy's
Thanksgiving Day Parade opening number. Recipient: Arts For
Life award, Best Choreographer, 42nd Street, Bravo Theater
Company. Most recent work with The Muny: Assistant
Choreographer Hello Dolly!, Mary Poppins, Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat; The Wizard of Oz. Yvonne will
serve as the Associate Choreographer for Gypsy. She is currently
Owner/Director of the Gerri Stretz and Yvonne Meyer
Professional Dance Center.



Production Team

Steve Neale is an award winning composer, conductor
With a degree in Film Scoring from the Berklee Collegd
Steve has written and produced music for film, video g
live theater around the country. Some of his most rece
been for KMOX here in St. Louis and WTMJ in Milwaukg
addition to composing Steve directs the renowned chd
Margaret of Scotland parish, teaches music at Villa Dug
Oak Hill School and sings bass in the a cappella celtic ¢
Wee Heavies, and has music directed and done sound

many local and national theater companies.

Ben Nordstrom, Emcee, is a professional actor whose
credits include roles in musicals and plays, Off-Broadwj{
regional theatres across the country including many ap
at the Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, The Muny, Shakeq
Festival St. Louis, the New Jewish Theatre and others.

been seen or heard in commercials and voice-overs for
St. Louis, Missouri Lottery, St. Louis Cardinals, St. Louis
McDonald’s, Hewlett-Packard, and Schnucks. Ben is thg
of a St. Louis Theatre Circle Awards and two Kevin Klin
He is a member of Actors Equity Association and SAG-
and holds a BFA in Musical Theatre from Webster Cons
Recently, Ben became the new Director of Developme

Asthma & Allergy Foundation of America, St. Louis Chg




10th Annual St. Louis Teen Talent Competition

High Schools represented in this year’s Competition:

Belleville Township High School East
Belleville Township High School West
Cahokia High School

Central Visual and Performing Arts
High School

Central Community High School
Christian School District
Clayton High School

Collegiate School of Medicine and
Bio Science

Collinsville High School
Columbia High School

Cor Jesu Academy

East Saint Louis Senior High
Edwardsville High School

Father McGivney Catholic High
School

Festus R-VI High School

Fort Zumwalt East High School
Fox High School

Francis Howell Central High School
Francis Howell North High School
Freeburg Community High School
Ft. Zumwalt North High School
Grand Center Arts Academy
Granite City High School
Hazelwood West High School

Holt High School

Homeschool (MO)

Homeschooled (IL)

Incarnate Word Academy
Kirkwood Senior High School
Ladue Horton Watkins High School
Lafayette High School

Liberty High School

Lindbergh High School

Lutheran High School North
Marquette Catholic High School
Marquette High School

Mary Institute St. Louis Country Day
School (MICDS)

Mascoutah High School

McCluer High School

McCluer North High School

Metro Academic and Classical High
School

Metro East Lutheran High School
Midwest Christian Academy
Nerinx Hall

Northwest High School

Oakville High School

Parkway Central High School
Parkway South High School
Parkway West High School
Pattonville High School

Ritenour High School

Riverview Gardens Senior High
Selglele]

Seckman Senior High School

St. Joseph's Academy
Timberland High School

Triad High School

Trinity Catholic High School
Troy Buchanan High School
Villa Duchesne Oak Hill School
Visitation Academy

Webster Groves High School
Westminster Christian Academy



nnnnnnnn

‘v“ ST.CHARLES
Al
=
““Ameren
MISSOURI
TIMES Connany
Wesr

Jaiisfox  Sine@)



